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 2004 Estate Grown TOLOSA Merlot 
 Var ie ta l  Compos i t ion:   100% Merlo t  

Appel la t ion:    Edna  Va l ley  

Produc t ion:    1011 cases  

Sugges ted  Reta i l  Pr ice :   $20.00  

 Vineyard Information 
Tolosa  has  two smal l  p lan t ings  of  Mer lo t  in  the  es ta te  v ineyards :  7  acres  on  a  rocky  h i l l top  on  the  

southernmost  edge ,  a s  wel l  a s  14  ac res  in  a  more  she l te red  canyon.   In  our  cool  c l imate ,  pe r fec t  for  

P inot  Noi r  and  Chardonnay ,  Mer lo t  must  s t ruggle  to  obta in  fu l l  r ipeness ,  re su l t ing  in  a  h igh ly  

s t ruc tured ,  a r i s toc ra t ic  wine .  

 
 Winemaking & Cellar Information 

Our  Mer lo t  was  ha rves ted  qui te  la te  in  the  season ,  des temmed,  and  c rushed  in to  fe rmentors .   Some lo ts  

were  punched  down,  whi le  o the rs  were  pumped  over  more  aggress ive ly  dur ing  fe rmenta t ion .   Af te r  

press ing ,  we aged the  wine  in  a  mixture  of  qua l i ty  French and Amer ican oak  cooperage .   F ina l  

assemblage  was  made  in  ea r ly  January  of  2005,  wi th  the  b lend go ing back to  100% one  year  o ld  French 

oak bar re l s  fo r  the  home s t re tch  of  the  18-month  bar re l  aging reg ime.  
 

 Analytical  Information  

Alcohol :   14 .2% 

T.A. :    5 .78  g /L  

pH:    3 .54  

Br ix  a t  Harves t   23 .7  –  25 .2  
 

  
Tasting Notes  

Bay  leaf ,  cocoa ,  and  p lum revea l  themse lves  f i r s t ,  

fo l lowed by  cass i s ,  tobacco ,  and  mint .   On the  

pa la te ,  th i s  i s  a  b ig ,  generous  wine .   The  tannins  

a re  youthful ,  and  wi l l  handle  g r i l led  s teak ,  game,  

and pungent  cheeses  wi th  aplomb.   This  i s  a  Mer lo t  

tha t  wi l l  g race fu l ly  endure  severa l  years ’  ce l la r ing ,  

becoming more  v inous  and  nuanced wi th  age .  

  

  

 

 


